
Family

The Changing Family
America’s family makeup is changing:
In 2004, 68 percent of the 73 million children under 18 lived with two 
married parents, down from 77 percent in 1980. However, 68–69 percent 
has been a pretty stable fi gure since 1994.

In 2004, 23% of children lived with only their mothers; 5 percent lived 
with only their fathers (up from 2 percent in 1980); 4 percent lived with 
neither parent (about half of these live with grandparents).

Research also tells us that the number of parents a child lives with 
directly effects the resources available to the child and the child’s overall 
well-being.

Your students live in a variety of situations. They may be living with 
grandparents, step parents, only their mother or father, or both biological 
parents.

You have probably seen some of the variables and circumstances that 
arise within the church because of the changing family.

In Your Class
Be yourself. Kids can identify a phony more quickly than anyone.

Know the family situation of the children in your class. The emotional and 
spiritual well-being of a child will vary based on their home situation.

Be sensitive when using references to traditional whole-family units. 

Love your students. They need to know that someone loves and accepts 
them for who they are, no matter what their home is like. 

Attendance contests can be hurtful to children who can’t be there 
every week due to custody issues. Look for ways everyone can 
participate on projects that carry over more than one 
week.

Finances may not be available for extra church activities. 
Develop a fund that will cover expenses.

Resource
www.childstats.gov
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Holsom Comics Discussion Questions
After the kids have read Holsom Comics Issue 5,  ask these questions to 
spark discussions about families.

 •  ylesolc tsom koob cimoc eht ni snoitautis ylimaf eht fo hcihW  
represents yours? (Responses will vary. If none of them do, ask kids 
to describe their family.) 

 • ropmi tsom eerht eht era kniht uoy od tahW  tant things about a 
family? (Responses will vary.) 

 • ad eht gnirud nehW  y or week does your family spend time together? 
(Responses will vary. May include mealtimes, going to church, family 
night, sports.)

 • af ruoy si tahW  vorite thing about your family? (Responses to this and 
the following questions will vary.)

 • ol ruoy sserpxe uoy od woH  ve and appreciation toward family 
members? 

 • kam ot od uoy nac gniht eno tahW  e your family better? 
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Family Ministry in Your Church
When God created people, He put them in a family. Families were God’s 
idea from the beginning. He created people to live with others.

Studies have shown that people live longer and healthier and are 
basically happier in family contexts.

In the family, members can build one another up, pray specifi cally for 
each other, and intimately relate to each other. In the family, children can 
learn about God in teachable moments throughout the day. They can see 
models of a close relationship parents have with Christ. They can learn 
biblical principles and character traits.

Assess Your Church
Families are important to God. Are they important in your church?

List the family activities and programs your church offers. Make two 
columns on a sheet of paper. Title one column “Age or Interest Groups” 
and list the family ministries that divide the family up by their age or by 
topic. 

Title the other column “Family Units” and list activities and events that 
the family goes to together with other families. 

Assess your list. What does it say about the emphasis your church 
places on family ministry? Is some area weighted more heavily than 
others? What is the reason? Is there a glaring gap that your church 
should explore? What are you doing really well?

Become More Family Friendly
The following are some tips for becoming more family friendly. 

 •  Know the makeup of the families in your church (see article on 
page 1). Include all types of families in your planning and ministry 
programs.

 •  Offer a class for certain issues, such as divorce. Hold a class for 
adults and one for children at the same time so that families can 
grow together. (See the resources section for curriculum.)

 •  Offer a discipleship course for preteens but instead of having 
volunteers teach, ask parents to come with their children and be 
the mentors in class and at home. Make it a fun learning time for 
everyone.

•  Ask families to serve together on planning teams. For example, ask 
several whole families to help plan your next missions convention or 

all-church picnic.

www.GospelPublishing.com1.800.641.4310                       fax: 1.800.328.0294

In the family, members 

can build one another 

up, pray specifi cally for 

each other, and intimately 

relate to each other.

phone: 1.855.466.3583 info@in�uenceresources.com


