
Forgiveness

Forgive as You Have Been Forgiven
Forgiveness may be an easy lesson to understand but it’s a hard one 
to live out. Preteens are at the age where forgiveness becomes more 
challenging than in earlier years. You can help them apply biblical 
principles of forgiveness to their lives and save them the bitterness and 
pain of holding grudges.

Forgive Because It’s God’s Way
God’s kingdom—His way—is about forgiveness. One way Jesus explained 
this was through a story about a servant who was forgiven a large debt 
that he owed his king. 

That man left the king’s presence and met someone who owed him a 
small amount. The servant wouldn’t forgive the man his small debt even 
though he had been forgiven his large debt. When the king heard about 
it, he had the servant thrown in prison until the full amount of his debt 
could be repaid (Matthew 18:23-34). We have been forgiven much, so we 
can forgive others. It’s for our benefi t, too.

Forgive to Be Forgiven
One boy rightly prayed, “Forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those 
who put trash in our baskets.” This boy gives great insight to the concept 
of forgiveness: We forgive others because God has forgiven us. Then as 
we forgive others, God forgives us (Matthew 6:14). 

What an awesome concept! We forgive and are forgiven ourselves. It’s 
freeing to us and we receive joy and peace when we forgive. It’s not easy 

to forgive. Memories of pain and wrongdoing don’t automatically go 
away. But there is life—for us—in forgiveness. 

Share with your kids some benefi ts you’ve received from forgiving 
others.
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Want to teach your kids about God’s forgiveness?

(A) Faith 4 Life: Becoming a Christian  (03LV6385)

Part of the “Faith 4 Life Bible Study Series”

Help preteens discover what stops the fl ow of forgiveness and how 
to experience forgiveness. Includes 4 interactive Bible study lessons, 
optional activities, teacher tips, and reproducibles.

Holsom Comics Discussion Questions
After the kids have read Holsom Comics, Issue 3, ask these questions 
about forgiveness in the story.

 •  htiw od ot evah scimoc mosloH eht ni nomres eht did tahW 
forgiveness? (God forgave the Ninevites but Jonah wouldn’t.)

 •  ?egroJ gnivigrof tuoba kniht ot ycuL rof drah os ti saw yhW (She didn’t 
think he was worthy of forgiveness because of the way he treated other 
people.)

 •  dah yeht gnihtemos rof enoemos gnivigrof ytluc fifid dah reve uoy evaH 
done to you? (Responses to this and the following questions will vary.)

 •  uoy od woH ?ssenevigrof rof doG ot og ot deen uoy nehw od uoy od tahW 
know He’s forgiven you? Share with your kids your experience in coming 
to Christ initially for salvation. Then explain the importance of continuing 
to stay close to Him and asking for forgiveness when you sin.
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Receive God’s Forgiveness
Have you noticed that sometimes when you’ve done something wrong 
your natural tendency is to avoid God? Yet this is the very time we need 
to run into His presence and receive His mercy and forgiveness. Think of 
how you can get a splinter in your fi nger when you pick up a rough piece 
of wood. What do you do when you get a splinter? What happens if you 
do nothing?

Ignoring a splinter doesn’t make it disappear. Sometimes the area will 
become red and sore. An infection may develop. Maybe the splinter will 
come to the surface and can be easily removed. It’s a painful process. 

Unforgiven sin can be like an infected splinter. It doesn’t go away by 
itself. Left unchecked, more pain and trouble will follow. And yet God is 
waiting and ready to erase the sin, remove the pain, and heal the wound.

We Receive What We Don’t Deserve
Think about a time when you’ve done something wrong and asked for 
God’s forgiveness. God didn’t treat you as your sins deserved or repay 
you in the way you sinned, did He? His love is so great that “as far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us” 
(Psalm 103:10-12). God is waiting to forgive.

Forgiveness Is God’s Nature 
God forgives because that’s who He is and what He does. He remembers 
our sin no more (Isaiah 43:25). As His children, we are growing to 
become more like Him. Forgiving others shows that God is transforming 
us into His likeness. God is ready to forgive.

Teach Forgiveness in New Ways
Be creative in how you present God’s forgiveness to your preteens. They 
may have heard about it since they were very young. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to help you. Use object lessons and stories from your life. Help your kids 
see that God’s forgiveness is real and life-changing. 

Give your preteens practical tools that remind them to turn to God often. 
These might include prayer journals and devotionals and key Bible verses 
they can learn. Every preteen should have a Bible in a version that they 

can understand. Encourage them to meet God daily through His Word 
and through prayer.
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