
Perseverance

What Is It?
What does it mean to persevere? The dictionary defi nes a person who 
perseveres as one who persists in an undertaking in spite of opposition 
or discouragement. But what does that mean to an adolescent?

In the age of fast, easy, and disposable, a child can easily adopt the idea 
of “If it’s too diffi cult, I’ll try something else.” But what if that “something 
too diffi cult” is a personal relationship with God?

Christianity is fulfi lling, but it does come at a price—especially for a pre-
teen. Christianity doesn’t fi t into society’s idea of “cool.” In fact, Christian 
views are often ridiculed.

Although we should stress the importance and privilege of being a 
Christian, we shouldn’t deny the “highs and lows.” A child needs to know 
that he may be challenged and even targeted for his beliefs. But how do 
we prepare him? We talk about it.

Television commercials are created to help parents talk to their kids 
about the effects of drugs and smoking. Maybe we should take a cue 
from the secular media and begin addressing tough issues.

We can encourage our kids to persevere in the face of opposition by 
asking these questions:

 • What do you do when someone questions your faith?

 • How do their harsh words affect you?

 • Does opposition strengthen or weaken your beliefs?

 •  eveileb uoy od ro ,thguat neeb ev’uoy tahw no desab htiaf ruoy sI  
because you know it’s right?

 • What kind of relationship do you have with God—beyond church?

Asking the right questions can lead to deep, heart-
to-heart conversations. Kids need truth but more than 

that, they need to know they’re not alone. The race we run 
is not a race of one, but of many.
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Holsom Comics Discussion Questions
After the kids have read Welcome to Holsom, Issue 10,  ask these 
questions to spark discussions about perserverence.

 •  ?ecnarevesrep si tahW  (to push forward, even in the face of 
opposition or discouragement.)

 •  mosloH eht ot drager ni dlihc a sa ecnarevesrep wohs ottO did woH  
farm? (Even though he was scared, he had to know what was going on.)

 •  eh seod tahW .stnaw eh tahw teg ot yenom sih sesu netfo D J  
promise the sheriff he’ll do for Holsom? (He promises to rebuild 
Holsom and give each resident $2,000.)

 •  mih ecnivnoc dna ekaJ ot klat lliw ehs taht DJ sllet ecnatsnoC  
that there was never a robot. How do her actions demonstrate 
perseverance? (She won’t let it go, even if it seems hopeless. She 
wants her way, doing whatever necessary to make it happen.)

 •  s’ti fi dab eb ecnarevesrep nac ,mosloH fo eussi siht ta gnikool nI   
focused on the wrong thing? How? (To persevere in your faith is a 
wonderful thing. However, if you’re focused on wrong things such 
as pride, money, fame, or getting your way you will never fi nd true 
happiness. The Bible says we can’t serve two masters. Either we live 
for Christ or we live for ourselves.)
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Name the Opposition
Materials: paper and pencils 

Instructions: Hand out supplies and ask your students to write down 
3–5 things that challenge their faith. (Opposition can include: the media, 
books, science, a kid on the bus, etc.)

Discussion Starter: Once your students have fi nished, ask them to reveal 
their answers. Once the answers are given, ask them what they think 
they can do to stand up against the opposition in their lives. (Answers 
may include: pray, stand strong, choose to be consistent, gain more 
knowledge about beliefs by reading God’s Word regularly, etc.)

Remember, the idea is to get kids thinking. To stand against opposition, 
a kid needs to recognize who the opposition is. Also, kids need to know 
they’re not alone in their struggles. Listening to others gives hope as well 
as strength.

www.GospelPublishing.com1.800.641.4310                       fax: 1.800.328.0294

Share Scripture passages 

that reassure us of 

God’s love. Discuss how 

they can build our faith 

even through diffi cult 

situations.
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